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Agenda
Introductions
Student Exchange Programmes

• Accommodation
• GHIC
• Insurance
• Travel - Risk Assessments/Visas/Travel Arrangements

Finance
• Student Loan
• Tuition Fees
• Mobility Grant inc. requirements and paperwork
• Enrolment

Sources of support
Queen’s Disability & Wellbeing Services



Student Exchange Programme



• International Exchange Adviser
     (academic aspects of the exchange)

• Another point of contact is your 
Adviser of Studies

• Global Opportunities Team
Email:  goglobal@qub.ac.uk

• Telephone: 028 9097 5255 

• go.qub.ac.uk/goglobal

• One-to-one appointments via 
MyFuture

• (support, connection to past
participants, information events, 
funding)

Points of Contact

mailto:erasmus@qub.ac.k


Application to host university

You have been nominated to your host university 
(full year and semester 1 students)

Receive contact from your host university
(If you are yet to hear from your host university 

drop us an email at goglobal@qub.ac.uk)
 

Make application (and follow the deadlines set)
 

If unsure on the process, reach out to your host 
university (or Global Opportunities)

Receive confirmation you have successfully 
applied and that you don’t need to take further 

actions – do not make an assumption!



Plan ahead

University 
Services Counselling Disability 

Services

Student 
Wellbeing

Additional 
support 
needs?

Careers 
Service

Health 
CentreGym

Clubs and 
Societies



Information resources

FCDO information
(www.gov.uk/foreign-

travel-advice)

UUKi – Introduction 
to visa/permit 

guidance 
https://new.express.adobe.com/

webpage/s3rbk6P8GXyAt

Erasmus Student 
Network

(www.esn.org)
Social Media

http://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
http://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
https://new.express.adobe.com/webpage/s3rbk6P8GXyAt
https://new.express.adobe.com/webpage/s3rbk6P8GXyAt
http://www.esn.org/


Accommodation

It’s your responsibility to secure accommodation in 
your host country

- University accommodation (not always guaranteed)
- Housing associations
- Private sector

“How do I arrange my accommodation?”

- Receive guidance from your host university
- Link up with past participants who have gone to your 

university



Student GHIC (Global Health Insurance Card)
GHIC card has replaced the EHIC for travel to EU countries

Right to access state-provided healthcare during your stay. For full 
information, including how to apply for an GHIC, please go to:

www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/apply-for-a-free-uk-
global-health-insurance-card-ghic/

NB: not an alternative to travel insurance (not cover private medical 
healthcare costs or loss of stolen property)

http://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/apply-for-a-free-uk-global-health-insurance-card-ghic/
http://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/apply-for-a-free-uk-global-health-insurance-card-ghic/


Insurance

Make sure you are fully insured for your period abroad – travel, health and possessions

Once Risk Assessment has been approved you will receive link to form

To be covered under the Queen’s Emergency Medical and Travel Cover, you must 
complete the Queen’s online Travel Notification Form. 

Queen’s Emergency Medical and Travel Cover 
 Medical Cover will apply to University authorised travel
 No cover will be provided for cancellations/curtailments that 
result from future COVID-19 restrictions
 Be aware of £50 excess
 Does not cover some personal activities such as extreme 
sports
 Exclusion on personal mobile phone claims



Travel Risk Assessment Form

• You must not travel before receiving formal approval 
from the University to do so

• Required for each placement (even if two are in the 
same country)

• Asks questions about:
• Travel guidance for your host country
• Visa requirements for your host country
• Details of nearest relevant embassy/consulate
• 30-45 mins to complete satisfactorily

• Once submitted approval will be sought from School



Visas/Immigration
It’s your responsibility to organise your visa or study permit

“Do I need a visa/study permit?” / “How do I organise my visa/study 
permit?”

- Follow the guidance sent to you by your host university
- General guidance available on the FCDO website (good starting point)
- Detailed guidance on website of Embassy/Consulate in the UK of your 

host country

Note: Visa/Study Permit depends on:
 - length of study placement
 - your nationality/passport
 - check your passport expiry date!



Visas – European Union

• Key points:
• UK nationals are eligible to stay in the EU for no more than 90 days in any 180-day period without a visa. 

If you intend to stay in the EU for more than 90 days, you will require a visa to stay in your host country
• Applications and biometric testing at an application centre in Scotland or England
• May be a requirement to submit supporting documents translated into the language of your host country
• Leaving your host country might affect their immigration status (and ability to return to their host country)

Irish/EU passport holders

Irish/EU passport holders may continue 
to move and reside freely within the 
European Union, without needing a visa

UK and non-EU passport holders

Non-EU/UK passport holders – you may 
also require a visa and therefore you 
should refer to the relevant 
embassy/consulate here in the UK



Travel Arrangements

• Only book flights/trains once you know exactly when 
you have to arrive

• Arrive in time for orientation events

• Check if host university has a meet and greet service

• Are other Queen’s students going too?

• Check cancellation/early termination policies 
• Only book when travel approved



Finance



Student Loan
• Eligible to apply for student loan or maintenance grant as usual

• Indicate on the form that you’ll be going abroad on a Student Exchange

• Student Finance may ask you to complete a ‘Course Abroad form’ – usually posted out 
but you can download it from the correspondence section in your online account and 
email to Global Opportunities Team for signature 

• Please do not ‘tick’ that you will receive Turing funding as this has not yet been 
confirmed. Once we know the outcome of our Turing funding bid (later in the summer) 
we will let you know, and you will be able to update your Student Finance Authority.

• May be eligible for higher rate of loan and travel grant



Tuition Fees

No tuition fees payable to your host university
(may be costs associated with orientation or language courses)

Single semester exchange = full tuition fee payable to Queen’s

Full year exchange + international fee paying student = full tuition 
fee payable to Queen’s

Full year exchange + NI/GB/ROI fee paying student + International 
Mobility Grant (Turing funding) = no tuition fee payable to Queen’s

**not yet confirmed for 2025/26**



Your international mobility grant may be funded by the UK Government 
(Turing Scheme), the Irish Government, Queen’s University or elsewhere.

Whilst we can confirm now that you will receive a grant, we can't confirm the 
funding source, and this won't be known until late July.

In most cases the International Mobility Grant will be paid to you by the Global 
Opportunities Team at Queen’s*.

Some students may receive funding from a different source e.g. Clinton 
Scholarship, O ’Dwyer Scholarship and therefore they would not receive the 
International Mobility Grant. 

  
      

The International Mobility Grant



• 2025-26 rates (per month).
 Approx £360 or £420* depending on country. (Grouped by cost of living)

 
• Total grant paid in two instalments
• First instalment (80% of total) paid following arrival and on submission of 4 documents.
• Second instalment (remaining 20%) paid after placement finishes.
• Be prepared to cover some costs up front.
• Additional funding available for students from a Widening Participation background.

• Once a student’s Widening Participation status has been confirmed we can provide the travel 
grant amount before travel. 

Grant is not meant to cover all costs, it is to provide some extra help towards 
additional costs.

   *based on a 30-day month and placement between 57 – 365 days

Group 1 (high cost of living) (£14 per day) Group 2 (medium / low cost of living) (£12 per day)
Australia, Canada, Norway, New Zealand, Switzerland, United 
States

All other countries

The International Mobility Grant Contribution



Funding examples
Example 1 (year-long placement)
• Student going to Germany on a 250-day placement (Group 2 country/Low cost of living) 

 = £12 per day x 250 days = £3,000
• Student going to Germany on a 250-day placement from a disadvantaged background

 = £16 per day x 250 days = £4,000 + travel costs of up to £250 + visa costs = £4,250

Example 2 (semester long placement)
• Student going to Australia on a 100-day placement (Group 1 country/High cost of living)

 = £14 per day x 100 days = £1,450
• Student going to Australia on a 100-day placement from a disadvantaged background

 = £18 per day x 100 days = £1,800 + travel costs of up to £1,360 + visa costs = £3,160

These are approximate figures and are subject to change.



Funding Paperwork (to be sent during the summer)

The Four Steps to receiving your first instalment of funding (80%)

 Return a completed Learning Agreement
 This document details the modules you will take and is signed off by QUB and your host university

 Return a completed International Mobility Grant Contract (including bank details form)
 This document details your grant amount and conditions

 Return a completed Confirmation of Attendance Form
 This document is signed off by your host university and confirms your dates of attendance

 Provide Evidence of Relocation
 Often this is details of your flight booking, including dates, location and name

The Two Steps to receiving your second instalment of funding (20%)

 Return a completed Confirmation of Attendance Form
 This document is signed off by your host university and confirms the dates which you attended the 

organisation
 Submit a Student Survey

 Often the last and easiest step at the end of your placement, submit a very short survey of your 
experience



Enrolment at host university

 Check whether registration and enrolment in classes is before or after arrival

 Make contact with academic Exchange Co-Ordinator at host university
 Enrol for the correct number of credits
 Normally 30 ECTS per semester for Europe
 Normally 12 credits per semester for Canada/USA
 Normally 30 units per semester for Australia

 Check attendance and assessment requirements (especially if you are on a 
semester 1 exchange)

 Check with International Exchange Adviser at Queen’s if:
 You want to change a module
 You have a query in relation to credit or grade transfer/conversion arrangements 

 Ask Global Opportunities if you are unsure!



Grade Conversion
Will depend on whether your exchange is…
• A direct replacement of your time at Queen’s
• Part of your placement year
• An additional year to your degree

Discuss this with your International Exchange Advisor

Grade Conversion Guides

*conversion charts are for guidance only



Enrolment at Queen’s

Check Queen’s emails regularly

Complete registration with QUB as if you were a 
student – same process via Qsis

If you miss the deadlines you may be withdrawn/face 
a readmittance fee (can also cause issues with tuition 
fees and delay in loans/grants)

If in doubt, reach out to your School or Student Registry to ensure you 
aren’t required to take any action



Your role as an Exchange Student

We Expect you to…

Be an ambassador for Queen’s

Put your academic studies first

Have respect for your host country and host university

Not bring yourself or Queen’s into disrepute



Study Exchange Timeline






Learning 

AgreementNominations

Pre 
Departure

Re-
orientation

Final 
instalment

Students 
travel 
home

Completion of 
final funding 

forms

1st grant 
instalment – 

80% 
(after 1st Sept)

Complete 
funding 
forms

Students 
travel to 

host country

Funding 
documents 

emailed

Risk 
Assessment 

Look at GOT 
website

Talk to your 
Exchange 
Advisor



Sources of help
• Host university academic Exchange Co-ordinator and Exchange / 

International Office

• International Exchange Adviser in your Queen’s School

• Global Opportunities Team at Queen’s

• Other exchange students

• Queen’s Student Wellbeing Services
• 24/7 Counselling Support

• Global Opportunities Website and Booklet

• GoingGlobal Information (On MyFuture)



Language Proficiency

• Language Course offered by host 
university

• The Language Centre (McClay 
Library) is recommended for study 
prior to departure



Global Opportunities Ambassadors

Would you like to help promote study exchange to other students?

https://qubstudentcloud-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/3053528_ads_qub_ac_uk/EadsNWUSf7RKh_N6vQ2d9eABHndVKhRZSJZ__J0GI5RRvw?e=KeMaOH


Checklist

Submit a Study Grant Application Form

Complete a Student International Travel Risk Assessment form

Follow directions provided by your host university

Be pro-active in arranging accommodation, checking if you require a visa etc.

Complete the Consent to share details form

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3D6ner6qW040mh6NbdI6Hyhhvn4SlQRvtBhcFGLiHON59UNENaQkxNV0I0RTM1UFpZSTlBR0JGWEFJNC4u&data=05%7C02%7Cgoglobal%40qub.ac.uk%7Ce758321e602a44b87d0b08dd8af2146a%7Ceaab77eab4a549e3a1e8d6dd23a1f286%7C0%7C0%7C638819494497095187%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6rj7PWKi7QN6EUyOlpN8PY8y9b49ckmCpPrYJsr5ELI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3D6ner6qW040mh6NbdI6Hyhhvn4SlQRvtBhcFGLiHON59UMUpLNDlZVkdETEo2TURZQ1lMR1lLRDU1Ni4u&data=05%7C02%7Cgoglobal%40qub.ac.uk%7Ce758321e602a44b87d0b08dd8af2146a%7Ceaab77eab4a549e3a1e8d6dd23a1f286%7C0%7C0%7C638819494497110341%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8XY46oZQ549Saph6KcReyhKHk3Cbv9sbmjCrLXOudkI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fe%2FJphy0Ut2D5&data=05%7C02%7Cgoglobal%40qub.ac.uk%7Ce758321e602a44b87d0b08dd8af2146a%7Ceaab77eab4a549e3a1e8d6dd23a1f286%7C0%7C0%7C638819494497125540%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8mQsBwyMXfGOntIIrePgkpXQHU8udSWOiR24So78AcY%3D&reserved=0


QUESTIONS?



WELLBEING SUPPORTS



0808 800 0016











What are we 
about?

























Model of 
Supports for 

Students

 

CONNECT

One Elmwood





THANK YOU
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